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The Mental Lexicon o Chinese Compound Wor ds
——Fvidence from a Case with Devd opmental Dydexia

TIAN Xiao-mei , WANG Chun, LI Tong, MENG Xiang-zhi , ZHOU Xiao-lin
( Department & Psychdogy , Peking University , Beijing  100871)

Absract : The mechanian of selection errors in Chinese character naming of a developmental dydexic case Swas invegi-
gated in three experiments: Chinese character naming, lexica decison and making conpound words. There were three
mainfindings. The result of Bxeriment 1 showed that S made many sdection errors cormpared with the age and 1Q
metched controls. The numbers of sdection errors occurred in firg morphemes or second norphemes of conpound words
were ot sgnificantly different ; Beriment 2 showed that Swas corfused with two nmorpheme s positions in a cormpound
word; Bperiment 3 showed that control s produced nore words than Swith the character that S made sdlection errors and
frequencies of the words which may lead Sto produce selection errors was ggnificantly higher than average frequencies of
the res words. These results provide support to Zhou & Wilson (2000) ' s multi-level representational nodd |, the results
a extend Zlhou et d’ s modd by showing interaction between norpheme frequencies and norpheme semantic gructures
in S s Chinese character naming.

Key wor ds:developmental dydexia; selective error; morpheme; mental lexioon; multi-level representational nodel
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