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THE ROLE OF PHONOLOGY AND ORTHOGRAPHY IN
CHINESE READING COMPREHENSION:
A MOVING WINDOW STUDY

Wu Ningning Shu Hua Zhou Xiaolin Shi Dongfang
(Department of Psychology, Beijing Normal University, Beijing, 100875)

Abstract

In the present study, moving window method was used to examine the role of
phonology and orthography in Chinese reading comprehension. It was found that
reading time increased on the character which was the first on the second character
following the wrong word. And the increasing effect of RT caused by homophone and
visual similar word appeared at the same character position, while the former
disappeared earlier. The results suggested that phonological and orthographic
information were immediately processed in Chinese reading comprehension under
moving window condition. The role of phonology and orthography were the same
important in normal reading, while phonological information could facilitate the error
recovery process.

Key words phonology, orthography, moving window, Chinese reading comprehension.



